CHAPTER I
THE EUROPEAN BACECROUND
IN -1871, when the Franco-German War ended, the great German Chancellor, Bismarck, saw the position of the new German Empire as one of great peril Prance, he reflected, though defeated in war, was still the wealthier and more populous nation, and the wound inflicted on her by the German annexation of Alsace-Lorraine was one which she was unlikely to forgive or forget. He therefore wrote off the possibility of a reconciliation with her and sought security for Germany in an alliance of the monarchial Powers to keep her isolated and powerless for mischief. The Paris Commune and the establishment of a Republic in France gave him an opportunity of playing on the fears of the other European sovereigns for the stability of their thrones, and he used it to such effect that he induced the Austrian Emperor, upon whom only five years earlier he had inflicted a crushing defeat, to forget his grievances and join hands with his German and , Russian brothers in the Three Emperors* League, the main. purpose of which was to             Germany               French
revenge.
• ' This League lasted nominally till the         1887* but it was beset with difficulties           the beginning.   In spite of their
fear of Prance and is republican institutions* the other two Emperors were by no means inclined to devote themselves exclusively to Gentian security or to accept a German ascend* jmcy as the                 to " the French peril.1* In 1875, when
Bismarck was thought to be meditating another war with France, the Tsar actively intervened to keep the peacct and in Ac next two years                   a policy of his own which
threatened to bring him into collision with Austria, During these years the Christian subjects of the Turks in Europe were in active rebellion             the                  and misgovernment of
their masters;  and Russia* in virtue of                 religion,
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